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 Since the first German immigrants arrived in Brazil, almost 200 years ago, both countries have 
been connected by cultural, social and economical ties, with various dynamics through various histori-
cal moments. In recent years, political, economical and social changes in Brazil and in Germany have 
influenced the relationships of cooperation towards development. As the space for civil society in Brazil 
has been reduced, it is important to reassess these relationships and the role Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) can play to deepen relations of solidarity for democracy, justice, and human rights.

 In that sense, the Process of Articulation and Dialogue (PAD) and the Brazilian Association of 
NGOs (Associação Brasileira de ONGS - ABONG) conducted a study called International Development 
Cooperation (IDC) after 2015: agendas for the Brazilian Civil Society Organizations: (A Cooperação 
Internacional para o Desenvolvimento (CID) pós 2015: agendas para as Organizações da Sociedade 
Civil brasileiras) (by Maria Elisa Huber Pessina e Elsa Sousa Kraychete). This document aims to update 
that study, as well as further analyze elements regarding the German cooperation in Brazil, and offer 
arguments to support advocacy actions by Brazilian CSOs on cooperation policies. In this way, it will 
contribute with subsidies for future training workshops on international cooperation, aiming to expand 
the participation of Brazilian organizations in the debate.

 This document was based on the study conducted by PAD and ABONG, so it avoids repeating 
information already mentioned in the previous study, and looks to go further into other aspects. We analy-
zed official documents from the German government and cooperation agencies with relevant activities in 
Brazil, in a non-exhaustive identification of actors. Seven semi-structured interviews were conducted with 
representatives of German agencies and networks, Brazilian CSOs, and consultants specialized in the topic.

 This document has four sections, besides this introduction: 

 1. Programs and main focal for non-governmental and official cooperation, and priority actions; 
 2. Reflections on changes in the current situation and post-Covid-19 pandemic effects; 
 3. Points and issues identified for further CSO advocacy;  
 4. Conclusion: systematization of lessons learned and reflections for the next period.
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 Brazil and Germany have a long tradition of cooperation, both governmental and in different 
sectors of civil society. German cooperation agencies associated with churches, political parties, and 
civil society (hereafter referred to as non-governmental) offer significant contributions to the actions of 
Brazilian civil society regarding Human rights, democracy and sustainability.

 Although they also receive government resources and are subject to compliance policies in order 
to work in Brazil,  non-governmental agencies have their own autonomy and establish partnerships with 
local organizations to deal with topics and regions often devoid of governmental cooperation. They are 
known for their long-term partnerships with CSOs, allowing for institutional support to political projects 
not necessarily restricted to specific topics. Thus, these agencies are able to establish a closer debate 
with local populations, fostering trust relationships especially in places where official relations are chal-
lenging or critical. In this sense, they end up influencing the development of strategies by the German 
government towards specific policies in some countries and regions¹.

 Among the non-governmental agencies who work in Brazil, we highlight those connected to 
churches and political parties. The agencies connected to churches have an important role in and out 
of Germany, defending the most vulnerable populations and representing a strong international solida-
rity with countries in the South. The resources provided by agencies connected to churches come from 
donations by individuals, collected in Germany, ecclesial fund transfers (collected by means of a federal 
tax) and from the German Federal Ministry for Economical Cooperation and Development (BMZ, for its 
acronym in German). The latter has been stable in recent years and is devoted to supporting civil society.

 In turn, the political foundations are the political action and training arms of the main German 
parties². The foundations’ international work reflects the political trends in their home country, and 
engages local actors in the defense of democracy and of each party’s ideals. For this reason, although 
they receive governmental funds from BMZ and resources from political parties, these foundations do not 
represent the German government, neither do they focus on engaging local governments. Instead, they 
work along civil society organizations, social movements (in some cases) and aligned political parties.

 Non-governmental agencies play a key role in supporting advocacy for human rights in Brazil 
with the German Parliament and official bodies. One example are the diplomatic missions promoted by 
the non-governmental agencies so that German parliament members get to know the reality of Brazilian 
communities, and the recurrent violations of human rights that take place there, besides the violence 
against human rights defenders³. Likewise, they also promote exchanges with Brazilian activists in Ger-
many through visits and meetings to articulate joint complaints and actions along with German actors.

 Among the agencies connected to churches and political parties with relevant operations in Brazil, 
the following stand out:

1. Programs and main focal areas

1 Hernandez, Roehrkasten, 2011
2 Deutsche Welle: Political foundations to maintain democratic tradition (Fundações políticas 
para manter tradição democrática), 2005
3 To learn more about diplomatic visits, see study “Cooperation with German diplomatic 
missions to protect and expand civil society’s actions” (Cooperação com missões diplomáti-
cas alemãs para proteger e ampliar a esfera de atuação da sociedade civil), Misereor 2020.
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Misereor 

•connected to the 
Catholic Roman 

Church 
in Germany

Bread for the World  
(Pão para o Mundo 
- PPM/ Brot für die 

Welt) 

 • linked to the  
regional and free 

protestant churches

Heinrich Böll
 Foundation Böll 

(Fundação 
Heinrich Böll)

• connected to the 
Green Party 
(Die Grünen)

Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation - FES   

(Fundação 
Friedrich Ebert) 

 
• connected to the 
Social-Democrat  

Party (SPD)

Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation 
 (Fundação 

Rosa Luxemburgo) 
 

• connected to the 
Leftist Party (Die 

Linke)

Their ideal is a world 
in which everyone 

can take part in
building the commu-
nity, where cultural 

diversity is
acknowledged and 

promoted, and where 
equality is a reality.  

All of these, among 
others, are the 

agency’s main focal 
goals when planning 

projects.

Transparency,  
accounting and 
accountability in 

the management of 
public power and 

resources. 

Works for the  
eradication of hunger, 
poverty and injustice.

Ecology and  
sustainability,  

democracy and  
human rights, self- 
determination and  
social justice, with 

emphasis on gender 
democracy.

Their fundamental ideals 
and values are those 
of social democracy - 
freedom, justice and 
solidarity - connected  
to social democracy 

 and free unions.  
 

The Foundation is a 
private non-profit public 
utility institution, and it 

works autonomously and 
independently.

The Foundation offers 
political education and 
social critique, based 
on  the tradition of the 
workers’ and women’s 
movements, as well as 

anti-fascism and anti-ra-
cism. It follows the gui-
delines of a democratic, 
ecological, feminist, and 
internationalist socialism 

as its basic principles.

Promoting fair value 
chains, respect for 

human rights globally 
and new sustainable 

ways to create a future 
worth living.

The Amazon,  
indigenous rights, 

human rights.

North, Southeast, 
Northeast and

Midwest regions.

For democracy and a 
stronger civil society,

human rights, 
environmental justice 

(cisterns, access  
to land,

environmentally 
friendly agricultural 

production, indigenous 
rights), right to the city.

Cross-cutting themes: 
gender, stronger insti-

tutions and fundraising. 

Political ecology, 
human rights, 

democracy, gender, 
and international 

politics.

Main themes: Social 
Justice, Democracy, 

Sustainable Economic 
Development, Peace 

and Safety, and Regio-
nal and Global Politics. 

Cross-cutting themes: 
youths, communica-
tion, and racial and 

gender equality.

Defense of democracy 
and of political and 

social rights; critique of 
extractive models,  

transgenics and the  
commoditization of 

nature and life.

MISEREOR has total trust in their local partners: organizations 
connected to the Church, non-governmental organizations, social 
movements and research institutes with whom they have worked  
in close cooperation, partly for decades. These partners design  

local development processes along the affected people,  
and implement them, and the agency offers them assistance,  

know-how and financial resources.

In Brazil, the agency counts on the support given by
 Assistance and Learning Center (Centro de Assessoria e Ensino - CAIS),  
a non-profit organization founded in 2007, to provide assistance in 
methodologies, administration and political advocacy for their pro-
jects. The agency aims to help make social organizations stronger 
to defend rights and promote social transformation, establishing 

partnerships and disseminating innovative social practices.

Partnership with local organizations and support to advocacy work. 
Their presence in Brazil is still strong, despite the internal budgetary 
redistribution in the Latin America Department, which should lead  
to a planned reduction of 5% in the resources for Brazil by 2025,  

besides the discontinuation of the support to health and HIV projects. 
There is a specific strategy for Brazil (2019-2024) focusing on environ-
mental justice, agroecology, human rights and democracy. In terms of 
advocacy, the priority theme is indigenous rights and the ratification of 

Convention 169 of the International Labor Organization  (ILO),  
intensively developed by their Politics Department, along with the  

theme of agroecology, with strong influence in the German govern-
ment. It works with two consultancy organization in Brazil (ELO and 
Instituto Fonte) to monitor financial issues, SMEs, impact and digital 

security. Historically, it supports small project funds, so that the 
resources reach grassroots organizations. It is a member of the global 

ecumenical movement and an active member of the ACT Alliance, 
with significant work in the field of gender justice.

The Foundation has had an office in Brazil (Rio de Janeiro) since 
2000. It works in strategic partnerships with Brazilian CSOs in the 

areas of human rights, democracy, sustainability, and gender policy. 
The full list of partners can be found at the Foundation’s website.

It has worked in Brazil since 1985, the headquarters are in 
São Paulo. FES Brazil deals with fundamental socio-political issues 

in the country, and cooperates with the other offices of the 
Foundation both on issues related to political and social 

processes in Latin America as well as on burning global political 
issues in the international sphere.  

 
It has a wide range of partners from trade unions, political 

parties, civil society, scientific institutions, the media,  
and academia, all of whom are committed to social democracy.

The Foundation has worked in Brazil since 2003, and their regional 
office in São Paulo is in charge of their work in the Southern Cone. 
It has partnerships with social movements and local organizations, 

supporting their advocacy actions, publications, and supplying 
them with training materials.  

 
The Foundation supports collective and solidary experiences to 

promote alternatives to the capitalist system, as well as the dissemi-
nation of concepts such as Good Living and the fight against racism 

and all oppressions, and for a fair and free society.

Principles Priorities Presence in Brazil and Cooperation ModelOrganization
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 Besides the organizations listed above, other actors with more specific actions in the ecclesial field 
also work in Brazil, such as Franciscan Aid  (Ajuda Franciscana) and the Center for Mission and Ecume-
nism (Centro para Missão e Ecumenismo) of the Lutheran Evangelical Church in Northern Germany (Igreja 
Evangélica Luterana do Norte da Alemanha). In terms of Foundations, the Konrad  Adenauer Foundation 
(Fundação Konrad Adenauer), connected to the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), works in Brazil 
mainly in partnership with research institutes, local government forums and the European Union. It is 
also worth mentioning the work of ASW,  in supporting projects against inequality, gender violence, and 
for  communities in the Amazon; Terre des Hommes Deutschland, through its Southern Cone Program, 
with a focus on the rights of children and adolescents; and GFBV, in supporting indigenous communities 
in the Amazon.

 In this framework, an important instrument of solidarity is the Brazil Cooperation (KoBra), a 
network of more than 80 members including solidarity groups in Brazil, support institutions, and indivi-
duals from German-speaking countries (Germany and Switzerland). They come from the different areas, 
such as civil society organizations, trade unions, churches, universities, environmental movements, 
human rights movements, among others. Every year they organize the largest conference on Brazil in 
the German-speaking countries: the Round Table Brazil, which brings together entities and associations 
working on issues related to Brazil’s political development, in cooperation with local social movements. 
The network’s cooperation with the FDCL  (Forschungs- und Dokumentationszentrum Chile-Lateinamerika 
e.V.), a research center that contributes evidence to the work of social organizations for human rights in 
Latin America, is also worth mentioning.

 The network’s current priority is to lobby on allegations of human rights violations, indigenous 
peoples’ rights (with plans to expand to traditional peoples and include quilombolas), visibility of the 
struggles of the LGBT+ population, and strengthening of non-governmental relations between the two 
countries. KoBra plays an important role in formulating criticism of official cooperation policies, through 
subsidies from Brazilian CSOs, especially in the environmental area. It also supports the monitoring of the 
actions of German companies  regarding major projects in Brazil, through participation in shareholders’ 
meetings and research on future presence, for example in the case of EF-170 (Ferrogrão). This lobbying 
work will be expanded by their recent arrival in Berlin4.

 Beyond the scope of the PAD, an important political agenda is under construction in the Brazil-Berlin 
Group, of which several Brazilian CSOs and German organizations cited in this study are members.

 In the official scope, where agreements and programs are conducted involving both governments, 
German cooperation works mainly through GIZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH) and KfW (Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau), official bodies linked to BMZ to foster cooperation 5 6. 
GTZ is responsible for technical cooperation, and the focus of their work in Brazil is on the protection 
and sustainable use of tropical forests (biodiversity and climate), renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency (sustainable infrastructure), as well as multisectoral initiatives. It works in partnership with the 
private sector in the field of research, linking universities, governments and civil society, and trilateral 
cooperation with other countries in Latin America and Africa. KfW is a development bank in charge of 
financial cooperation, working in Brazil in projects concerning the protection and sustainable use of 
rain forests (especially the Amazon) and renewable energies, as well as energy efficiency. One of the 
most prominent projects sponsored by KfW is the Amazon Fund, along with the government of Norway, 

4 For more information on German networks lobbying, see “Survey on Experiences:  
Advocacy for Human Rights in Brazil in political incidence work in Germany” (Questionário 
sobre experiências: Advocacy pelos Direitos Humanos no Brasil no trabalho de incidência 
política na Alemanha) (Christian Russau and Camila de Abreu, FDCL, in press)
5 In their 2030 strategy, BMZ refers to Brazil as a “global partner” for tackling global issues, 
such as climate and energy. For more information, see BMZ 2030 Reform Strategy.
6 For more information on the German cooperation structure, see Annex.
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currently suspended due to the lack of interest from the Brazilian government to maintain the minimum 
preservation and to inspect deforestation in the Amazon. Since the Fund started in 2008 until 2019, 
when it was suspended, Germany had participated with 5.7% of the R$3.4 billion received by the Fund7.

 Despite the suspension of the Amazon Fund, the official cooperation relationship and the work of 
government bodies are relatively stable. The past few years, ever since the last presidential election in 
Brazil, have been characterized by the dismantling of Brazilian public policies precisely on the issues of 
official cooperation with Germany (mainly the protection of rain forests), albeit without this generating a 
total rupture. GIZ and KfW were under great pressure from non-governmental agencies and civil society 
organizations to take strong measures against such dismantling, but they avoided direct confrontation 
and found solutions for continued cooperation, such as a focus on renewable energies and cooperation 
via ministries or some state governments.

“The pandemic has been a teacher to us all” (Luiz Kohara, Centro Gaspar Garcia)

 In general terms, the pandemic has changed the dynamics of work at the global level and has 
taught us many lessons concerning the digital world, the need for care and self-care policies, more 
collective processes (even to face work overloads), and flexibility in terms of plans and budgets, going 
beyond strict thematic frameworks. This has opened new opportunities in the territories, a new view of 
the topic of emergencies, among others. Even before the pandemic, it is important to recognize that, 
besides the return of hunger and the dismantling of social policies, the country has been experiencing a 
process of reduction of civil society spaces. Such historical moment brings new challenges that, together 
with the implications of the pandemic, are drawing new trends from both sides.

 In this sense, tailor-made cooperation partnerships are extremely important, and their political, 
as well as financial participation fulfills a role that has become relevant since the present government 
took office. Some noteworthy practices are: the interest in political articulation and in the strengthening 
of Brazilian CSO networks (political education, resources, and incentive to joint action); construction 
of shared advocacy agendas around issues of mutual bilateral or even multilateral interest such as in-
ternational treaties; the concern with possible interruptions in the transfer of funds due to the increase 
in criminalization of CSOs, especially of social movements; the support for themes considered more 
complex, such as gender violence and work with trans women;  support for the theme of protection in 
its broadest sense, including educational programs on topics of care and self-care; urban issues and 
community mobilizations in emergency situations; reinforcement of actions in the field of agroecology, 
expanding the dialogue between rural and urban voices, and giving political and pedagogical meaning 
to solidarity actions, such as food distribution.

 At the governmental level, the official relations between Brazil and Germany may deteriorate 
since the new German government, sworn in in December 2021, will have an ambitious environmental 
agenda as its pillar - precisely the area in which Brazil has been harshly criticized both nationally and 
internationally. Neutralizing Germany’s climate impact by 2045 will be a major focus of the new coalition, 
and Germany will be watching the elections in Brazil closely. This new German stance, “will reposition 
Germany within the European Union’s power play with regard to its stance towards Brazil8.

2. Trends in international development cooperation 
 and the post-Covid-19 pandemic context

7 Agência Brasil: Norway and Germany have donated R$ 3,4 billion to the Amazon Fund  
(Noruega e Alemanha doaram 3,4 bilhões para o Fundo Amazônia), 2020
8 Oliver Stuenkel (Getúlio Vargas Foundation/ Fundação Getúlio Vargas), interviewed by 
BBC Brasil, November 2021. BBC: “Why the new German government may be bad news 
for Bolsonaro” (Por que o novo governo alemão pode ser má notícia para Bolsonaro), 2021
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 In addition to reinforcing the country’s commitment to the IDC programs for forest protection and 
sustainable development,  the document of the new coalition government affirms its interest in working 
to empower democracies in Latin America and the Caribbean, and to support societies in the region in 
their struggle against populism, authoritarian movements, and dictatorships. In addition, the government 
reiterates its relationship with states in the region, “as central partners in multilateral cooperation, among 
other things, in the preservation of biodiversity, the fight against the climate crisis, and in sustainable 
economic relations.” The new government also takes on the commitment to strengthen support for trade 
unions, political foundations, and churches in their important role of action in fragile contexts.

 However, it is important not to minimize the role of commercial interests involved in Brazil-Ger-
many relations, especially those of German transnational companies and sectors linked to Brazilian 
agribusiness. Germany is currently going through a period of high inflation, at 5%, the highest in the last 
30 years, with a marked increase in food prices. This reality will certainly influence the rise of economic 
interest policies, and raises the need to strengthen the human rights element in foreign trade debates. 
The new government has already signaled that it will ratify the European Union-Mercosur trade agree-
ment, provided that partner countries make commitments to environmental and social protection and 
complementary agreements on the protection and conservation of existing forest areas. Civil society 
organizations from both countries have already warned, however, that the Agreement tends to intensify 
deforestation and exploitation in protected areas of the Amazon, and that the measures to ensure sus-
tainable trade included in the text of the Agreement are vague and insufficient 9 10.
 
 Contradictions between supporting democratic struggles and keeping an open dialogue with govern-
ments is inherent in the nature of international politics. Those who support democratic struggles are the soli-
darity groups, NGOs, churches, and more progressive governments. Powerful countries will always maintain 
dialogue and alliances with governments where they have economic, commercial and geopolitical interests. 
 
 
 
/ 
 
 
 Since the 1970s, when the IDC began with Brazil,  the various actors have defined and redefined 
their advocacy policies with societies, governments, and states at each historical moment, aiming to 
strengthen their programs, both in Brazil and in Germany. Right now, Latin America has been losing a 
lot of space on the European cooperation agenda, which is seen by many actors as a loss of strategic 
vision, as Brazil, and especially the Amazon, have been on the media on a daily basis. Mexico and Brazil 
still have some space, regarded as more “global countries”.

 As for Brazil, the most present theme in Germany is the collapse of environmental policies caused by 
the current government and its repercussions on climate change, protection of the Amazon, and the threat 
to indigenous peoples in a context of increasing human rights violations and violence. As far as Bread for 
the World (PPM) is concerned, in terms of their priorities, the return of hunger and the dismantling of social 
policies such as Bolsa Família Income Transfer Program, the Food Acquisition Program (PAA), the National 
School Meals Program (PNAE), in addition to the disarticulation of the National Food and Nutritional Security 
Council (CONSEA), seen as benchmarks for other countries, are focuses of constant attention.

 Following the 2016 coup, the establishment of an anti-human rights policy, denying agreements 
previously signed by Brazil as part of international relations aligned with ultraconservative and funda-
mentalist countries in attacks on gender, racial-ethnic and LGBTQ+ population equality, there are varying 
levels of impacts on relations. One of them is the consequent restriction of the spaces for dialogue about 
cooperation for Brazilian civil society.

3. Advocacy for strengthening international 
 cooperation programs via CSOs

9 FDCL: Critique to the EU-Mercosur Agreement, Críticas ao acordo EU-Mercosul), 2021
10 World Assembly for the Amazon (Assembléia Mundial pela Amazônia): Is the EU-Mercosur 
Agreement good for the Amazon?  (¿Es bueno el TLC EU-Mercosur para la Amazonia?):  2021
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 In order to strengthen German cooperation programs via civil society organizations, it is important 
to consider the following points for advocacy, given the recent change in the German government and 
the possibilities around the outcome of the presidential elections in Brazil in 2022:

 • Readjusting the issue of financial resources as part of a strategy of political solidarity with Brazil at 
this time of major setbacks, relearning that today a broad mobilization of international solidarity is needed.

 •  Deepen the focus on the concrete evidence of program and project results, reconfiguring the 
reflection and practice of what would be impactful at a time of dismantling of social, environmental, and 
human rights policies. When it is difficult (or even impossible) to advance in the fight against inequalities 
and violence, maintaining what has been achieved must be seen as a positive result11.

 • Highlighting, even more the efforts and achievements of past experiences of joint actions and 
processes, such as coalitions, platforms, and networks, mainly with actors from different social fields, 
which acquire new dimensions of resistance and testament in a moment of regression and reduction of 
civil society’s spaces.

 • Strengthening a two-way communication by intensifying the swift production of materials on 
power dynamics and new forms of resistance, intensifying alliances with Brazilian and German CSOs 
along the lines of solidarity groups that have been active since the 2016 coup. On the German side, there 
is a desire for more youth participation in the exchanges between the two countries. As solidarity is a 
two-way street and needs to be constantly refreshed, it is also important that Brazilian CSOs express 
their support to German civil society in difficult times, as in the case of the 2021 floods or in the efforts 
for global democratization in access to Covid-19 vaccines.
 
 •  Monitoring, in a permanent way, Germany’s international trade policies, which are or may 
come to influence both governmental and non-governmental cooperation policies. In this sense, the 
EU-Mercosur free trade agreement is worth mentioning. Stronger partnerships should be established 
with German organizations to pressure the German Parliament and the Brazilian Congress, denouncing 
the environmental and social impacts of the Agreement, following the example of the Brazilian Front 
Against the EU-Mercosur and EFTA-Mercosur Agreements12.

 • Studying and tracking trends in the channeling of funds via state governments in Brazil.  
Demanding more transparency and dialogue with civil society in the negotiations of bilateral agreements.

 • Diversifying contact channels and relations, for example with the German embassy and con-
sulates, where applicable. During the pandemic, and in the face of increased hunger, the Gaspar Garcia 
Center for Human Rights’ articulation with the German consulate in São Paulo, was an important factor in 
the wide distribution of basic food baskets to homeless families. The German government grants financial 
support to Small-Scale Projects (Projetos de Pequeno Porte) aimed at “sustainable development and 
helping to address the problems and needs of the poorest population” in the states of Rio de Janeiro, 
Minas Gerais, and Espírito Santo.

 • Strengthening the joint confrontation of hate speech and persecution of progressive religious 
leaders. Deepening the understanding of religious, political and cultural fundamentalisms as global 
phenomena that affect not only the work of the churches, but also broader social processes, such as 
the proliferation of negative discourses on deforestation and the worsening of social inequalities13.

11 See Salinas, 2018
12 INESC: Brazilian front against the EU-Mercosur Agreement and EFTA-Mercosur meets 
with Brazilians Parliament members (Frente brasileira contra o Acordo EU-Mercosul e 
EFTA-Mercosul se reúne com parlamentares brasileiros), 2021
13 For more information on fundamentalisms, see Cunha 2019
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14 Fatheuer 2019
15  Paul Valentin, interview for Walk Talk Listen podcast, 2021
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 •  Deepening the dialogue with parliament members and members of the German government 
concerned with the themes of cooperation with Brazil (climate, rainforests, traditional communities), 
promoting visits, debates and studies to measure German cooperation in the country. This is a strategic 
moment, with the change in government and new members in Parliament. A lot of attention is focused 
on what will happen in Brazil with the elections in 2022, and CSOs can take advantage of this moment 
to give visibility to the agendas that receive great attention from German civil society. This also means 
the possibility for the Brazilian partners to reinforce the importance of the agencies to the German 
government itself, by exploring the possible contradictions of its policies and practices.

 •  Influencing, in an innovative and incisive way, the debate about the “technical” foundations for 
environmental conservation and preservation, which often happens at the expense of the participation 
of local communities as part of the solution. The civil society of both countries must pedagogically de-
nounce the dynamics of power and violence in Brazil, and the negative impacts of cooperation policies 
in the environmental area (as in the case of CAR and Legal Land Program/ Programa Terra Legal)14.

 • Systematizing the experiences of good practices in facing the pandemic and the worsening of 
inequalities in Brazil, the main innovations and lessons learned.

 • Analyzing, critically, the growing interest of private business foundations in supporting Brazi-
lian CSOs, especially in the areas of reforestation and agroecology. Based on the analysis, establishing 
policies and mechanisms for due diligence that contributes to mature decision making.

“You never know what will happen in Brazil, everything is very dynamic”  
(Thomas Fatheuer, KoBra)

 Over the past few years, Brazilian CSOs have expressed solidarity with the struggles of other 
countries, especially in the South, on several occasions - also as a reflection of foreign policies of pro-
gressive governments. At this moment, given the Brazilian conjuncture, there is an urgent need for 
an active coordination of CSOs from different sectors (indigenous movements, urban and rural social 
movements, trade unions and centers, political parties, churches, and ecumenical organizations) to 
rethink international political mobilization, amplifying the denunciations of the setbacks (and abuses) 
and generating a more robust political solidarity.

 In order to be effective, this movement should equate the apparent contradiction between needing 
political and financial solidarity and not assuming, or accepting, a role of “passive recipient, of victim”15.

 In a moment of increasing frailty caused by governmental policies and fundamentalisms, Brazilian 
CSOs must develop, within their planning, indicators that measure the strengthening of the actors and 
their articulations, and not only in relation to the specific objectives and goals of the projects. Based on this 
understanding, they can intensify and mature the dialogue with the various partners about this challenge.

4. Conclusion: Lessons learned and challenges 
 to a stronger cooperation with CSOs
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