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 The important relationship between Brazil and the United Kingdom goes back decades and has 
influenced policies on various issues in both territories. During the progressive federal administrations in 
Brazil, British diplomacy carried out several triangulations of Brazilian inclusive public policy experiences 
to priority focus countries in Africa, overlapping with these administrations’ policies for the global South. 
As the space for civil society in Brazil has been reduced, it is important to reassess these relationships 
and the role Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) can play to deepen relations of solidarity for democracy, 
justice, and human rights.

 In that sense, the Process of Articulation and Dialogue (PAD) and the Brazilian Association of NGOs 
(Associação Brasileira de ONGS - ABONG) conducted a study in 2020 called “International Development 
Cooperation (IDC) after 2015: agendas for the Brazilian Civil Society Organizations (A Cooperação 
Internacional para o Desenvolvimento (CID) pós 2015: agendas para as Organizações da Sociedade Civil 
brasileiras) (by Maria Elisa Huber Pessina and Elsa Sousa Kraychete). This document aims to update that 
study, as well as further analyze elements regarding the British cooperation in Brazil, and offer evidence 
to support advocacy actions by Brazilian CSOs on cooperation policies. This way, it will contribute with 
subsidies for future training workshops on international cooperation, aiming to expand the participation 
of Brazilian organizations in the debate.

 This document was based on the study conducted by PAD and ABONG, so it avoids repeating 
information already mentioned in the previous study and looks to look deeper into other aspects. We 
analyzed official documents from the British government, the Organization for Economic Co-Operation 
and Development (OECD), and cooperation agencies with relevant work in Brazil, in a non-exhaustive 
identification of actors; some semi-structured interviews were also conducted with representatives of 
Brazilian CSOs. This document has four sections, besides this introduction:

 1. Programs and main focal areas for non-official and governmental cooperation, and priority actions;  
 2. Reflections on changes in the current post-COVID-19 situation; 
 3. Points and issues identified for further CSO advocacy; 
 4. Conclusion: systematization of lessons learned and reflections for the next period.
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 Among the countries that make up the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC), the UK is 
the third-largest donor in absolute numbers. The structure of British international cooperation unde-
rwent a restructuring in 2020. The Department for International Development (DfID) has merged with 
the Commonwealth of Nations, giving rise to the Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office 
(FCDO). The FCDO handles international project information from all sectors of the British government, 
and its operation is supported by 12 public agencies and bodies. In its Results Plan for 2021-2022, 
the FCDO sets among its priorities “supporting sustainable development and humanitarian needs; 
promoting human rights and democracy; establishing common international standards,” as well as 
working to increase the UK’s influence in the global order. 

 In a controversial decision taken in June 2021, the country announced cuts in their development 
budget, decreasing the percentage of GDP allocated to cooperation from 0.7% to 0.5%. Numerous 
studies have shown the possible impacts of the cuts on the themes and countries where British coo-
peration and international NGOs are active. The cuts affect transfers to official programs, NGOs, and 
multilateral organizations.

 UK Aid is the official British government agency for supporting CSOs in other countries. The 
countries supported by British Aid are those with the lowest Human Development Index (HDI) in the 
world and considered “high and moderate fragility”, in Africa and Asia. No Latin American country is 
a recipient of British Aid support.

 The British government currently has 86 active projects in different sectors in Brazil, with a 
budget of 7.8 million pounds (about 48 million reais) for 2021-2022. Among the projects with the 
largest budgets are initiatives to promote research and the production of knowledge in an innovative 
and transversal way, such as the Newton Fund and the British Council. There are also initiatives to 
curb climate change and promote energy transition. One example is the Land Degradation Neutrality 
Fund1, a public-private partnership led by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
which channels private and public investment into promoting sustainable agriculture, reforestation, 
and other alternative uses of land.

 In association with the Inter-American Development Bank and led by the same department, the 
project “Low-carbon agriculture to avoid deforestation and reduce poverty” operates in the Cerrado 
and Caatinga biomes to restore degraded land on small and medium-sized properties and facilitate 
small farmers’ access to rural credit. The project is currently in its second phase (2017- 2024). The 
complete list of active projects can be found on the FCDO website.

 Official government aid is also channeled via NGOs and independent bodies. The British Council2 
is an independently structured public body that promotes cultural exchange between the peoples of the 
United Kingdom and those of other countries, besides fostering cooperation in the fields of education, 
arts, culture, and language. Among the initiatives led by the British Council is the implementation of the 
Newton Fund, which “aims to support economic development and social welfare of partner countries 

1. Programs and main focal areas

1 For more details, visit  https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/news/land-degradation-neu-
trality-ldn-fund- makes-first-investment-towards-sustainable-land-manage (em inglês) 
2 A list of the projects supported in Brazil can be found at  Newton Fund | Histórias de 
sucesso | British Council (in Portuguese).

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-aid
https://www.britishcouncil.org.br/
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/news/land-degradation-neutrality-ldn-fund- makes-first-investment-towards-sustainable-land-manage
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/news/land-degradation-neutrality-ldn-fund- makes-first-investment-towards-sustainable-land-manage
https://www.britishcouncil.org.br/atividades/educacao/newton-fund
https://www.britishcouncil.org.br/atividades/educacao/newton-fund
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through research, science, and technology.” The Newton Fund offers support to low-income popula-
tions and civil society organizations to promote research and collaborate with British actors, through 
funding partnerships with research institutes such as CNPq, CAPES, and Fiocruz, among others, as 
well as smaller-scale partnerships with public bodies, such as the Ministry of the Environment, the 
Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Women, Family, and Human Rights.

 In addition to official agencies, British cooperation also consists of the so-called “development 
sector”, consisting of international NGOs working in countries of the global South. This sector is fun-
ded by government grants, and donations from philanthropic institutions, individuals, and churches. 
Some international agencies present in Brazil are:

CAFOD (Catholic 
Agency for Overseas 

Development)

Action Aid

Tearfund

Official agency of the Roman 
Catholic Church of England and 
Wales, active in 36 countries. It 

works with the poorest populations, 
through the Church and artnerships 
with local actors. Highly active with 
grassroots organizations and Catho-
lic schools on Global South themes, 

especially hunger and childhood.

Philanthropic agency focused on 
fighting poverty and violence affec-
ting women and girls. It is active in 
35 countries offering humanitarian 
aid, promoting human rights, and 

advocacy.

Christian organization fighting 
poverty in over 50 countries. Focus 

on community and sustainable 
development, humanitarian aid in 
conflict and disaster situations, as 
well as political advocacy towards 
defending and promoting rights.

• Child education in peripheral 
communities to promote extracur-
ricular activities and combat school 
dropouts;
 
• Fight against sexual exploitation 
of girls in Pernambuco, through 
educational and therapeutic 
programs;

• Resilience of communities in 
the face of floods, by encouraging 
sustainable agricultural production 
and environmental protection.

• Assistance to mi-grants and 
refu-gees;

• Fight against and prevention of 
gender violence and structural 
racism;

• Defense of the rights of indige-
nous peoples; Empow-erment of 
church youth to defend the environ-
ment and care for Creation.

Present in Brazil since 1999, it 
has an office in Rio de Janeiro and 

works in partnership with local 
organizations and its own projects. 

Funding comes from local fundrai-
sing, donations from individuals, 

companies, and international and 
national cooperation agencies.

30 years in Brazil, with head-
quar-ters in Belo Hori-zonte and 
focus on the North and Northe-
ast re-gions. Partner-ships with 

local organizations, churches, and 
communities. It receives institu-

-tional support from govern-ments 
in several countries, through 

its head-quarters in the UK and 
Canada, and also raises funds from 

indi-vidual donations in the UK
 and in the countries where it is 

active.

It cooperates via Brazilian CSOs and 
has no office in Brazil.

• Support to homeless families in 
the outskirts of São Paulo;

• Advocacy for public policies for 
the poorest population;

•  Promotion of indigenous rights 
and access to health and education 
in the communities;

•  Focus on COVID-19 prevention 
and mitigation of the impacts of the 
pandemic on these populations, 
through the distribution of basic 
hygiene and safety items, food, and 
information.

https://cafod.org.uk/
https://actionaid.org.br/
http://tearfundbrasil.org/


 Through their denominational relationships, some British churches and funds support social 
projects in Brazil. One of them is The Anglican Communion Fund (ACF), which supports the international 
ministry of the Archbishop of Canterbury by assisting churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion 
(in Brazil, the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil, IEAB) and Anglican representatives engaged in global 
advocacy work. The Methodist Church, in addition to its local work in the UK, supports stronger global 
partnerships, assists in refugee crises, and the international development and emergency work through 
the “All We Can” agency. It also supports the world’s poorest communities to find effective solutions to 
poverty and injustice. In the past, it has supported initiatives of the Methodist Church of Brazil regarding 
children’s rights and aid to communities affected by floods. The Church of Scotland, which is Calvinist 
Presbyterian and one of Scotland’s largest denominations, supports community work globally. In the 
state of Espírito Santo, it contributes to the UNIDA project “Hear Our Voice: Empowering Young Women 
for Ministry and Service”, to promote young women’s leadership, especially black, in churches, faith-
based organizations, and, more broadly, in CSOs, through practical training.

 OXFAM, an organization British by origin, which has a tradition in Brazil, has decentralized its work 
and operates in the country through its local entity, founded in 2014. Thus, OXFAM Brazil is a Brazilian 
organization that is part of the global OXFAM network but has an independent structure from the UK. 
Survival International was founded in 1969 by a group of people touched by the Sunday Times’ report 
on the genocide of the indigenous peoples of the Amazon. Since then, it has supported campaigns for 
indigenous rights in more than a hundred countries, mainly Brazil. In addition to the London office, it 
has local offices in Madrid, Milan, Paris, and San Francisco, USA.

 
Ecumenical Cooperation: Christian Aid

 After decades of intensive activity in Brazil, in 2019 Christian Aid decided to 
discontinue its activities in the country as part of a downsizing of its presence and support 
for Latin America and the Caribbean. From a division with about 60 people in five local 
offices and a strong Latin American and Caribbean regional focus, it is present today 
only through co-financing projects in Nicaragua, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Honduras, 
and Colombia.

“Throughout the years that it was active in the Brazilian territory, Christian Aid was one of the 
few organizations that substantially supported the ecumenical movement. I emphasize 
that this contribution did not come only by way of financial resources. The cooperation 
also came about by enabling spaces for reflection, dialogue, and the presence of 
churches and other faith-based organizations in the public space. Christian Aid made a 
relevant contribution in challenging faith-based organizations to produce and elaborate 
theological debates that reflect and refresh the relationship between faith and human 
rights. This contribution was fundamental, especially in this first half of the 21st century, 
when fundamentalisms are on the rise. Such contributions have strengthened us as 
religious-political subjects”

       - Pastora Romi Márcia Bencke - General Secretary - CONIC



2. Trends in international development cooperation 
 and the post-Covid-19 pandemic context

 
“The successful partnership between the Movement of People Affected by Dams (MAB) 
and Christian Aid has strengthened the organization of the affected populations. MAB 
experienced and developed an important working partnership with Christian Aid, 
starting in the last decade of the 2000s, and ending when the Brazil office was closed 
in 2019. The partnership was more than just a financial support. Our joint actions were 
always very transparent and made the organization, as well as the resistance of the 
affected populations from several regions of Brazil stronger, especially when working 
with the women affected in the Amazon, trying to give voice and importance to their 
denunciations about the violations of human and environmental rights. This partnership 
reinforced the structuring of the political and objective conditions for the continuation 
of the organization’s work. For MAB, the withdrawal of Christian Aid from Brazil was a 
loss, because it happened in a complex moment for the country due to the Bolsonaro 
government and the COVID-19 crisis.” 

                     - MAB

 Cuts, Brexit, and the pandemic

 Pela forte tradição de apoio ao Sul e face aos drásticos cortes na cooperação britânica, organi-
zaçõBecause of their strong tradition of support for the South and in the face of drastic cuts in British 
cooperation, local organizations and personalities gathered together and created “The Aid Alliance” 
to defend their 2015 commitment to spend 0.7% of their budget on international development. They 
also run awareness campaigns to change public perceptions about the importance of international 
aid, mobilize prominent figures, like the Archbishop of Canterbury and expose how parliamentarians 
act and vote on the issue.

 According to a detailed study conducted by the Manchester University Institute of Global 
Development in July 2021, “The last 18 months have been some of the most challenging ever for the UK 
care sector, especially those working in international development. As the dust from the catastrophic 
safeguarding scandals of 2018 began to settle, the COVID-19 pandemic hit globally. As the demand for 
care services increased, their work and income were hit by the confinements and the unprecedented 
economic decline that accompanied the pandemic. The impacts of the last three years will leave 
lasting effects on the international development NGO sector in the UK and we must try to understand 
what they are and why they have occurred. This will help us understand how the sector as a whole can 
become more resilient in the future.”
 
 The impact of Brexit on British cooperation is not yet fully discernible. On February 18, 2021, 
in a virtual meeting with MPs in parliament, CAFOD director Christine Allen discussed the impact of 
aid budget cuts, the opportunities for the UK, the “post-Brexit-COVID chaos,” and the desperate need 
for debt cancellation. “As much as we acknowledge the economic challenges we face at home, we 
oppose the government’s proposed cuts and want the quality of aid spending to be improved. This is 
not for us - we have very little government income - but for those around the world.”

http://aidalliance.org.uk/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/search/?q=institute%2Bof%2Bglobal%2Bdevelopment&site=University&client=MAN_aboutus_search&searchFilter=website&stq=institute%20of%20global%20development
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/search/?q=institute%2Bof%2Bglobal%2Bdevelopment&site=University&client=MAN_aboutus_search&searchFilter=website&stq=institute%20of%20global%20development


 Response in Brazil

 For the interviewed CSOs, the British cooperation was open to understanding the situation of 
the COVID pandemic in Brazil, and acted with great flexibility in the use of resources, supporting and 
encouraging the adoption of health security measures for the leaders. In the case of CAFOD, it was also 
highlighted the political incidence actions that were carried out on the Brazilian conjuncture in London, 
for example in the Brumadinho case, and the follow-up of calls for proposals from the embassies of other 
countries in Brazil, among them the Netherlands, for the elaboration of projects.

 The openness to rethinking projects came with the understanding that the context demanded 
changes, among them the decision to invest in the internet, “revolutionizing the work”, as it allowed for 
more frequent contacts, facilitated the flow of information, e.g., among leaders from different areas who 
are now meeting more frequently than before. Given the dismantling of environmental policies and the 
increase in violence, the internet has enabled important official meetings with government agencies 
such as INCRA, IBAMA, ELECNOR, with legally recognized minutes that become part of IBAMA’s official 
system, for example.
 Despite the loss of the face-to-face dimension, which is still important, the virtual environment 
has provided more popular leaders with the opportunity to listen and speak. “As the pandemic subsides, 
there will be a hybrid model, but the virtual environment has proven to be very important, and despite 
its cost, it is cheaper than face-to-face meetings in vast regions such as the Amazon, for example. For 
the interviewed CSOs, a point of attention is how digital inclusion can be strategically sustainable in the 
future. “The virtual model has become an important tool that will not cease to exist after the most ca-
tastrophic scenario of the pandemic, but we must understand the limits of this method, even in a hybrid 
way, in terms of results, safety, the conception of Popular Education, and working conditions.”

 A positive fact highlighted by the British cooperation is the continuous support to grassroots 
work, training, and a positive political view on the need for advocacy and denunciation work, combined 
with global campaigns, with a holistic perspective. For example, the openness to understand mining 
not only as an economic activity but from the perspective of its impacts on social relations beyond the 
environmental ones, especially its consequences for women and children.

 The absence of agency offices in Brazil makes the relationship more complex, as information is 
less fluid; also, there is always a language barrier, especially when communicating complex issues such 
as mining and extractivism, the crisis in the Amazon, uncontrolled deforestation, the impact of climate 
change, and urban inequalities. Besides the language challenge, there is a lack of personnel who know the 
Brazilian reality, which has demanded more time for explanations and has made it difficult to negotiate, 
for example, the complexity of showing current achievements with the Bolsonaro government. “Showing 
results today has been a challenge compared to the political advances and dialogues in the past. Not 
getting worse is hardly a breakthrough, because this requires those far away to be more understanding, 
and, for us, to convey the hope in every little step, the awakening about reality, the small gains that 
have been overshadowed by survival, pandemic, and violence. How can we convey to the donors that 
talking, caring, and exchanging are already achievements at this time when vaccination has stopped, 
deforestation is advancing, and hunger is creeping back?”

 Given the complex context of British cooperation and a certain weakening of a significant pre-
sence in the relations with Brazil, it is important to make an impact to increase the visibility of Brazilian 
experiences and possibly reverse this picture. One of the ways to do this would be to reinforce alliances 
and work alongside British organizations that, either together or separately from traditional agencies, 

3. Advocacy for strengthening international 
 cooperation programs via CSOs



have been carrying out intense solidarity actions. With no intention of exhausting the actors, listed below 
are some important spaces of political solidarity to reposition and reinforce the current reality in Brazil 
and the popular struggles:

 • LAB - It has a long history of raising awareness of the Brazilian situation, with intense communi-
cation work. More recently, its “Brazil Matters” initiative has put on the agenda important issues such as 
the rights and struggles of women, workers, indigenous, black, and LGBT+ communities. In April 2022, 
it held a demonstration in front of the Brazilian Embassy in London, alongside CAFOD, Greenpeace, 
Survival International, Amazon Rebellion, and the London Mining Network, demanding an end to the 
genocide in Brazil.

 • Survival International - It works in partnership with indigenous communities to promote campaigns, 
advocacy, and mobilizations for land rights. They carry out research to raise awareness of the violations of 
rights committed by companies and governments. It has promoted awareness about Brazil since its founding 
in 1969, when it called for responses to reports about the country’s indigenous genocide. It currently supports 
several communities, especially the Yanomami, Guarani, and Awá ethnic groups. It has promoted campaigns 
to end indigenous genocide under the Bolsonaro administration and to denounce the impacts of mega-projects 
on indigenous lands.

 • London Mining Network - RA network of people and organizations working to monitor and control 
the impacts of British mining companies on affected communities in several countries. They research mining 
and its alternatives and work with training and dissemination projects on issues related to extractivism. They 
work directly with some affected communities and promote campaigns to denounce rights violations. Since 
2016 they have been acting with MAB and other organizations to demand reparations for communities 
affected by the disaster caused by Samarco, a company that is part of the conglomerate of the Anglo-
Australian multinational BHP Billiton.

 The stronger relationship of Brazilian CSOs with British actors outside the traditional cycle of 
cooperation agencies is also a way to establish partnerships with actors from other countries impacted 
by British capital or by mega-projects and extractive activities in general. In general, stronger political 
relations with British organizations beyond financial support can also open possibilities for advocacy 
with governments and reposition Brazilian civil society in the international solidarity scenario, based on 
its political and organizational achievements.

 The examination of British cooperation in Brazil allows us to state that the dynamics of international 
cooperation are subject to multiple factors that do not allow for long-term predictability or stability. In 
the case of the UK, internal dynamics play an important role, as the funding of many agencies comes 
partially from individual donations and a strong philanthropic culture in the country. Thus, economic 
crises that affect the most vulnerable sections of the population also have a direct influence on the 
agencies’ international operations and partnerships in the countries they assist. Secularization processes 
have particularly affected agencies that depend on grassroots donations from churches. Therefore, it is 
even more important today that Brazilian organizations monitor the debates with British organizations 
for long-term planning of their activities.

 It is not yet possible to predict the consequences of the recent changes in the UK’s official 
cooperation policy. However, the elements presented above may hint at a possible new trend in the 

4. Conclusion: Lessons learned and challenges to stronger 
 cooperation with CSOs and the promotion of 
 Sustainable Development Objectives (SDO)

https://lab.org.uk/
https://www.survivalinternational.org/
https://londonminingnetwork.org/


cooperation of several countries where traditional donors seek to maximize their impact by focusing on 
fewer projects, countries, and partners. To enhance Brazilian agendas in an overly competitive global 
scenario, it is important that Brazilian CSOs create or reinforce reciprocal relations with their counterparts 
in the global North. This way, they can strengthen their role as protagonists in the global struggle for 
justice and offer effective contributions that go beyond the delivery and execution of specific projects.

Valentin, Paul (2021). Virtual Walk Talk Listen with Paul Valentin (episode 66). Available at: https://open.
spotify.com/episode/0026uCB2w20fOHAVxJ3oOZ Visited Dec 28 s2021. 
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en&_csp_=b14d4f60505d057b456dd1730d8fcea3&itemIGO=oecd&itemContentType=chapter
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ção (National Committee in Defense of Territories against Mining)

Lucia M. M. Andrade | Executive Coordinator - Comissão Pró-Índio de São Paulo 
(São Paulo Pro-Indigenous Commission)

Pastora Romi Bencke | General Secretary - CONIC

MAB (Movement of People Affected by Dams)
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